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White-tailed deer surprises 
students, teacher when it 
jumps through school window 
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The students in Leslie Venlet's fourth-grade classroom at East 
Elementary School in Coopersville will have a real-life adventure to 
tell their children about after a white-tailed deer jumped through a 
window and into their classroom last week and made a mess of 


things. 


No one was hurt except student Drake McKinley, who suffered a minor cut to his scalp from 
shards of glass that went flying when the six-point buck jumped through the 42-inch-wide 
sliding window. The deer dropped in around 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 8. 


The deer apparently wandered onto the parking lot of the school, which is also the parking lot 
of the district's administration building and West Elementary School, and apparently got 


spooked when vehicles started leaving the lot. 


No one reported seeing the deer in the lot, but several people said they saw the buck on the 


campus a few minutes before the incident. 


The deer may have seen his reflection in the window, no one knows for sure. But for some 


reason he jumped into the classroom window, taking the mini-blinds with him. 


"It was scary and dangerous and unusual all at the same time," said Clay Russell, who was 


sitting near the window when the deer came in. 


Venlet said with the mini-blinds stuck to the buck's antlers as it came in the window, she wasn't 


able to recognize what had just crashed through. 


"I was reading "City of Embers" to the class when all of the sudden something came crashing 
through the window," she said. "I yelled for the kids to get down and get out of the classroom 


and they got out into the hall and closed the door behind them." 


Administrative Assistant Patti Aldred was in her office in the main office when the deer came 


through the window down the hall. 


"I wasn't sure if a bomb had gone off it was so loud, or if a car had gone through the side of the 
building the windows in my office shook so much," she said. Aldred said she didn't have much 
time to react before several students came running into the office shouting that there was a deer 


in their classroom. 


The buck smashed around in the room for perhaps a minute, Venlet said. While it was in the 


room it overturned desks and chairs, cracked one of the room's two fish tanks and did other 


minor damage, even breaking off three points from its antlers, before exiting the room through 


the same window it entered. 


The students were herded into the school's computer room and many decided to write about the 


experience. Jacob Johnson said that he got to touch the animal as it ran by him. 


Ottawa County Sheriff's Deputies called to the scene to investigate said they found little blood 


from the incident and it appeared that the buck escaped unhurt from its experience. 


In the days following the incident, the story has taken on a life of its own, Venlet said. She has 
done numerous interviews with the local media and others from across the state and even had a 
call from a morning radio show in Georgia who said that perhaps the students shouldn't be 
bringing salt licks to school. The DJs from that station are sending the class a box of venison 


jerky. 


Superintendent Kevin O'Neill said he has had e-mails from people around the country who 


have seen the story on the national news outlets or on the Internet. 


"Who would have thought that this was that interesting?" O'Neill asked last Thursday. 


Teacher Leslie Venlet stands with her fourth-grade class, which got a close-up view of nature 


after a six-point buck jumped through their classroom window. 
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